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1) Welcome to your Yorkshire MAG Newsletter 
 
Welcome to the September/October edition of Yorkshire MAG Newsletter, emailed to all Yorkshire 
MAG members for whom we have a valid email address. The Yorkshire newsletter will contain 
snippets of Yorkshire (and National) MAG news, together with all the upcoming events for the nine 
Yorkshire MAG branches.   
Keep an eye out for these newsletters and let us know if your email address has recently changed, 
so we can keep our records up to date. Happy Reading !!  
 

2) Motorcycles Banned from Public Road  
The Motorcycle Action Group (MAG) is concerned about the decision to close a public access road 
to motorcyclists specifically because of the behaviour of a small group of people. Brent Council has 
employed an experimental traffic management order to prohibit motorcycles from Rainsford Road 
in North London (a road close to the famous Ace Cafe). Dangerous riding and abusive behaviour 
that has provoked complaints from residents has been given as the reason for the order.  
 
MAG is currently in dialogue at a senior level with Brent Council. At a very positive meeting, 
MAG's transport policy advisor Dr. Leon Mannings learned of the very real problems Brent Council 
and the police have had to deal with to ensure the safety of all road users. 
 
While MAG strongly condemns the unacceptable behaviour of the few irresponsible motorcyclists 
that has led to this situation, we reiterate our stance, that persecuting law abiding road users is not 
acceptable. 
 
 
We have secured assurance that the ban is temporary and has only been enacted because of very 

 



extreme circumstances. MAG continues to pursue avenues to a more acceptable solution. 
 
John Mitchell, MAG's National Chairman said: "MAG understands the situation faced by Brent 
Council and we hope they can get this matter resolved as soon as possible". 
 
For more information contact MAG President Ian Mutch: 07799 764161 
Follow this any other news on Face book or subscribe to the activists list, via http://www.mag-
uk.org/en/news right hand side of page. 
 
 

3) Political Volunteers  
MAG is looking to recruit volunteers to adopt specific political projects.  
For example, right now MAG is looking for someone to pursue the issue of thick car door pillars 
that reduce drivers' peripheral vision (and hence fail to see vulnerable road users, like 
motorcyclists).  
 
People are needed who can work on their own initiative and provide coherent reports supported 
with information sources so that their responsibilities can be easily handed to another in the event 
that they are not able to sustain the effort.  
 
The role is envisaged as email-based and we aren't looking for people to go to meetings and 
represent MAG, but just gather information and mail the necessary people or departments to 
generate the bones of a campaign. 
 
The intention is to give no more than one project to any one individual so that such activists can 
maintain focus and not become overloaded.  
 
If you have a little free time and would like to contribute to these important research projects, email 
MAG Central at mag-hq@mag-uk.org and volunteer your services.  
 
 

4) Ethanol Campaign Update  

The Department for Transport (DfT) has just launched a VERY important consultation that we 
would like all motorcyclists to participate in ...  
On the 31st August, the Department for Transport published a targeted consultation which seeks 
views on amending UK legislation to extend the current requirement for filling stations supplying 3 
million litres (fuel per annum) or more, and choosing to supply super unleaded, that this has a 
maximum content of 5% ethanol (E5) for a further 3 years, to the end of 2016.  
The consultation, titled 'Consultation on a proposed amendment to the Motor Fuel Composition and 
Content Regulations 1999' is available on the Department's website at: 
www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-amendment-to-the-motor-fuel-composition-and-
content-regulations-1999  
 
The consultation closes on 27th September and the DfT would welcome any responses you may 
wish to make. If you have any questions about the consultation please send these to 
Biofuels.Transport@dft.gsi.gov.uk.  
Michael Wright, Biofuels Regulation Branch, Low Carbon Fuels, Department for Transport, Great 
Minster House, 33 Horseferry Road, London, SW1P 4DR. Phone: 020 7944 4378 / e-mail: 
Michael.Wright@dft.gsi.gov.uk  

Please support this by completing the Consultation Response form so classic bike riders can 



continue to ride their bikes for at least another 3 years. The Yorkshire MAG Ethanol Campaign still 
exists and will do for as long as we can ensure a ready supply of fuel that will not adversely impact 
classic motorcycles. See www.yorkshire-mag.co.uk/ethanol.html for further information (which can 
obviously be used in your consultation response !!!).  

 
 
5) Yorkshire MAG & MAP AGM  
 
A date and venue for the Yorkshire MAG AGM has been arranged, so you can now book this in 
your diaries. This year it's being combined with the MAP AGM / debrief (for those who don't know, 
MAP is MAGic Actions Promotions Ltd, the company that runs the three fantastic Yorkshire MAG 
rallies that hopefully many of you have enjoyed this year) and is being held in Leeds. 
 
The date is Saturday 19th October 2013 and the venue is the Cross Keys Pub, Britannia Road, 
Morley, Leeds, LS27 0AU. With both the Yorkshire MAG AGM and the MAP AGM / debrief on 
the same day, it will be a long day but it does make it more convenient for the many of us who 
attend both.  
 
Bacon butties can be purchased on arrival between 09:00 and 10:00. The Yorkshire MAG AGM will 
be held from 10:00-12:00. A lunch buffet will be provided by Yorkshire MAG for lunch between 
12:00 and 13:00 and then the MAP AGM / debrief will begin at 13:00. This will have to be drawn to 
a close at the very latest at 17:00 (hopefully a lot sooner) as the pub will need to get ready for the 
evening's entertainment; a band called the Vibe will be playing so you can rock your socks off for 
the night.  
 
After the MAP meeting and before the band the lovely MAP folks have arranged for a meal to be 
provided at a local Italian restaurant. The meal will consist of two courses (a starter and a main 
course) and will cost MAP £10.00 per person and HAS to be booked with Pete Walker 
(pwalker@maphq.karoo.uk) before the meeting; the restaurant will not be able to accommodate 
people just turning up on the night. Any beer or pudding you want will have to be funded by you. 
The restaurant is around a mile away from the Cross Keys.  
 
Feel free to attend either or both of the AGM's, but remember your current MAG card to vote.  
 
 
6) Forthcoming Events  
 
 
September 
 
Wakefield MAG 
Ride out  
September 22nd to Castle Howard 
For further details visit http://wakefield.mag-uk.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 



 
Wakefield MAG 
 
Ride out  
October 6th to Devils Bridge 
For further details visit http://wakefield.mag-uk.org/ 
 
York MAG AGM 
 
Tuesday 8th October 
Waggon & Horses 
Lawrence St   
York,  
North Yorkshire  
YO10 3BP 
 
http://www.waggonandhorsesyork.co.uk/ 
 
7.30pm start. 
 
Huddersfield MAG 
 
Guns & Gravy 
13th October 
 
Pie night 
16th October 
 
For further details visit http://www.huddersfield-mag.co.uk/ 
 
Yorkshire MAG 
 
AGM 
19th October 
The Cross Keys, Britannia Road,  
Morley, LS27 0AU (Next to Morley Asda) 
10am start 
Followed by the MAP AGM & debrief. 
 
November 
 
Barnsley MAG 
 
Race night  
November 9t 

Keel Inn, 
Wombwell Lane, 
Stairfoot 
Barnsley 
S70 3NT 
 
Follow this on facebook for further details. 
7) Local Group Meetings 



 
 
Check out the Yorkshire MAG website for details of all your local Group meetings in Yorkshire: 
www.yorkshire-mag.co.uk 
Local groups 

• Barnsley 
• Doncaster 
• East Yorkshire 
• Huddersfield 
• Leeds 
• Scarborough 
• Sheffield & Rotherham 
• Wakefield 
• York 

 
 
Want to get involved but don’t have a group local to you? Thinking of starting one? Contact  
yorkshire-region-rep@mag-uk.org 
 
 
 
Why not follow us and any other news on facebook or subscribe to the activists list, via 
http://www.mag-uk.org/en/news right hand side of page. 
 
All the above groups have a facebook page, check them out!! 
 
And don’t forget to celebrate our 40 years, MAG's Corporate Member, Continental Tyres are giving 

away a pack of Nick Sanders Adventure travel DVDs worth £25 with every new membership 
during 2013!!!  Now there really is no excuse for your mates not to join MAG, because 

“Freedom isn’t Free” 
 
 
 

That's all for this newsletter 
Ride Free … Ride Safe 

Yorkshire MAG 


